2. PROCEDURE FOR LISTING SITES

The primary basis for a site’s nomination to join the WCASN is the site’s importance for Siberian Cranes. By nominating a site, the relevant site management body pledges to incorporate the conservation of Siberian Cranes, other waterbirds and their wetland habitats into management goals for the site in line with the aims of this site network.

In order to nominate a site to join the WCASN, a Site Information Sheet must be completed (Annex 2). A detailed description and a Site Map of the boundaries of the wetland or wetlands should be provided with the Site Information Sheet. The Siberian Crane Flyway Coordinator, whose contact details are found below, can assist with completion of the Site Information Sheet. 

The relevant site management body should send a Nomination Letter proposing the nomination to the national government agency responsible for administrating the implementation of the CMS MoU on the Siberian Crane for endorsement. This will help to ensure that there is local support for the proposal. A sample Nomination Letter is given in Annex 3. Site nominations may originate from local site management bodies, including private landowners, however these entities are encouraged to send a letter proposing the nomination to the responsible national government agency for endorsement and final submission.

The responsible national government agency should then send the Site Information Sheet and Site Map together with an appropriate Letter of Endorsement to the CMS Secretariat in Bonn, Germany. A sample Endorsement Letter is given in Annex 4.

The WCASN Review Working Group (RWG), serviced by the Siberian Crane Flyway Coordinator, will undertake a technical review of the nomination. The WCASN RWG may seek additional information from the site management body if required. The Chair of WCASN RWG will provide a report containing WCASN RWG recommendations to the CMS Secretariat. Terms of References for WCASN RWG are given in Annex 5.  
The Secretariat will then seek final approval of the nomination from the WCASN Committee, comprising representatives of the Siberian Crane MoU Range States from the Siberian Crane western and central flyways. Once approved by the WCASN Committee, through its Chair, the site will be announced on the CMS and SCFC websites. Communications normally are conducted by email. Terms of References for WCASN Committee is given in Annex 6.  
A Site Certificate, co-signed by the CMS Executive Secretary and the Chair of the SNC, will be provided to the site management body. Such agencies are encouraged to then conduct a Dedication Ceremony at the new network site. A suggested procedure for Network Site Dedication Ceremonies is given in Annex 7. Where possible, a member of the Site Network Committee will attend the ceremony to help promote the importance of the site locally.
Contact details for the Siberian Crane Flyway Coordinator:

Elena Ilyashenko

ICF/CMS Siberian Crane Flyway Coordinator

UNEP/GEF Siberian Crane Wetlands Project

Moscow Zoo, B. Gruzinskaya, 1, Moscow, 123242, Russia

Tel/Fax: +7 (495) 605-90-01
Email: eilyashenko@savingcranes.org
� 	This procedure is based on that used for nominations of sites to the site networks under the former Asia-Pacific Migratory Waterbird Conservation Strategy.





